
 

 

 

 

The  
Gordon 

Our mission is to assure high levels of learning for all students. 
The Gordon Way: Be Safe! Be Respectful! Be Responsible! Build Community! 

October 2, 2015 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER. 

 
October 8th: School Board Mtg. 

5 PM 

 

October 22nd: School Board Mtg. 

6PM 

 

October 23rd: PTA Fall  Carnival 

5:30-8:00 pm 

 

 October 27th-29th:  

Conferences  12:20 Dismissal 

 

October 30th: Conferences 

No School 

 

School Phone Number: 

396-3800 

Fax Number: 

396-3950 

Attendance Number: 

396-3803  

 

 

 
Hello Families! 
 
Signs of fall are here!  Football season, vibrant fall colors and conference time!  
 
Student conferences are scheduled for October 27th – 30th.  Over the next week or so, 
teachers will be sending home scheduling information.  As you know, this is a  
wonderful time to meet with your child’s teacher and discuss your child’s strengths 
and needs for the year, including social-emotional development.   
 
There are several ways to maximize your time with your child’s teacher during your 
scheduled conference. Some examples of questions include the following: 
 

What is my child doing well?  What are his/her strengths? 
How is my child doing socially?   
Is my child performing at grade level? 
Is my child doing his/her best? 
What can we do, as parents, to provide support at home? 
 

This past month, teachers worked diligently to assess student needs using STAR, our 
district screening tool.  In addition to STAR Assessments, teachers worked with their 
grade level colleagues to determine common assessments for the grade level.  These 
three measurement tools assess grade level standards, which inform teachers what  
instructional needs to plan for the class and/or individual students.   
 
We know attending school consistently, arriving to school on time, completing  
assigned homework and communicating with your child’s teacher continue to be  
cornerstones of success at school.   
 
We value family partnerships in educating your children!  Conferences provide a  
wonderful opportunity for establishing and continuing productive partnerships with 
you to ensure our children reach their highest potential. 
 
I look forward to a great year of learning!   
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Karen Tollefson, Principal 
 
 

 

NKSD Mission Statement 

 
 North Kitsap School District in partner-

ship with the community, will provide an  

academically  challenging educational  
program to meet the diverse needs of all 

students in a safe, nurturing  environment  

and empower them to  be competent,  
creative,  compassionate, and contributing 

 citizens. 

 
North Kitsap School District   

18360 Caldart Ave. NE 

Poulsbo, WA 98370 

(360) 396-3000 



NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The North Kitsap School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression 

or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Questions or complaints of alleged discrimination can be di-

rected to the district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Compliance Officer Megan Sawicki, Assistant Director of Teaching and Learning, msawicki@nkschools.org and /or the ADA and 504 Coordinator, Lori Kingery, Assis-

tant Director of Special Education, lkingery@nkschools.org: address - 18360 Caldart Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370 and phone – (360) 396-3001. 

From the Counselor: 
Kelso the Frog has begun visiting all K-2 classrooms once a week, for about 20”, over the course of approximately 8 
weeks. “Kelso’s Choice” is a district approved curriculum that promotes social/emotional learning  (and thus greater 
academic success) and is part of our Strategic Learning Plan at Gordon. 

“Kelso’s Choice”, taught by the counselor, is a conflict-management curriculum based on the premise that every child 
is capable of becoming a peacemaker at school and at home. Designed around a character named Kelso (a frog) this 
program offers nine options students can choose from to resolve minor conflicts on their own. Students will be able to 
determine the difference between minor problems they can handle and serious problems that require an adult’s help. 
Students gain skills with problem solving, positive choices, identifying feelings, comprehension, listening, direction-
following and reading. 

Kelso’s Choice Wheel 

Kelso teaches students how to solve “small” problems on their own. “Small” problems include conflicts that cause 
“small” feelings of annoyance, embarrassment, boredom, etc. “BIG problems” always need to be taken to an adult. 
These are situations that are scary, dangerous, illegal, etc. 

Kelso has nine choices to solve “small problems.” These are illustrated in the Kelso’s 
Choice Wheel. They include: Go to another game, Talk it out, Share and take turns, Ignore it, Walk away, Tell them to 
stop, Apologize,  Make a deal, and Wait and cool off 

When a child comes to you to solve their “small problem,” tell them to try one or two of Kelso’s Choices first. If that 
doesn’t work then an adult can intervene. Make sure your kids know to ask an adult for help in the event of a “BIG 
problem.” 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- 
 
This month I’d like to highlight a service outreach program that has been a tradition at Gordon in which many of our 
students participate in called Project Linus. 
Since its national inception in 1998 Project Linus has brought smiles to more than 5 million seriously ill or traumatized 
children in the U.S.  The nationwide volunteer organization, which takes its name from the blanket-toting character in 
the Peanuts comic strip, was founded by Karen Loucks-Baker of Parker, CO, after she read about a little girl whose 
security blanket helped her through her cancer treatments. 
 
Gordon students have been part of the Peninsula Chapter of Project Linus since 2007. Adult volunteers from the com-
munity come every Wednesday during lunch recesses to work with boys and girls in grades 3-5. Volunteers patiently 
teach basic knitting skills and students have a great time not only learning a new skill but giving to a worthy cause that 
can make a difference in a young life. Students knit 6” squares that are then sewn together into blankets by the adults. 
Project Linus volunteers distribute student blankets to children at Children’s Hospital in Seattle in June of each year. 
This year we expect to see approximately 100+ students participate in the program. 

mailto:msawicki@nkschools.org
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P.E. with Mr. “B” 
 

Greetings!   

 

I am really enjoying working with your students once again this year.  They have fallen into 

the PE routines very nicely, and I appreciate all your support.  Please continue to remind your 

kids to wear appropriate clothes and shoes on PE days.   

 

We have been enjoying the beautiful weather outside a lot so far this year with capture the 

flag games, of kick ball and various other activities.   

 

I hope you all encourage your kids to play outside as 

much as possible especially while we have this  

wonderful weather!  I hope you all enjoy the fall 

season that is now upon us! 

 

Mr. B 

Happy fall!   

 

It’s that time of year when the leaves begin to change and fall from the trees, the 

days get shorter and cooler and folks get sick!  

 

Prevention is key to staying healthy and keeping the bugs at bay. Handwashing is 

the number one deterrent to germs and the spread of disease. Be sure to wash your 

hands often and thoroughly for at least 15 seconds. Singing the alphabet through one time takes about that 

long. Also, if you haven’t already done so, make sure to get your flu shots.  

 

Finally, if your kids are sick or showing signs of being sick, please keep them home! Here are some guide-

lines of when to keep your kids home from school: 

Fever (100 degrees or greater): Students must stay home until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of 

fever reducing medication. 

Diarrhea: (considered as more than twice in a 24 hour period) Student must stay home until no loose 

stools for 24 hours, unless other symptoms are also present (fever, vomiting, pain). 

Vomiting: Student must stay home until he/she can tolerate a normal diet without vomiting for 24 hours. 

Influenza: (considered fever with one or more of the following): body aches, chills, sore throat, and/or 

cough. Student must be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

Rashes: Students with rash accompanied by fever or other signs of illness must be evaluated by their 

health care provider and cleared to return to school.  

 

Any questions about illnesses your student may be experiencing should be directed to your school’s nurse or 

by calling our health services office at 396-3048. 





Join the NK Options Parent Group for a Dinner Dance Auction on November 7 and help 

us raise funds for the arts at Richard Gordon Elementary! 

 

Tickets available at nkoptions.org 

 

The North Kitsap School District does not sponsor this event and as-
sumes no responsibility for it. In consideration of the privilege to distrib-

ute materials, the North Kitsap School District shall be held harmless 

from any cause of action filed in any court or administrative tribunal 






